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Sailing to the Antarctic

On his first trip fo the Antarctic, in 1901, Captain
Scott and his crew travelled in d wooden sailing
ship called the Discovery: The Discovery had
to be big enough fo carry everything the 47

people and 23 dogs needed.

to take food, fuel, medicine,
life in the Antarctic with

Captain Scott had

and other supplies for
him. He also took scientific equipment, books,

and even a piano! On his second frip. in 1910,
he took ponies and motor sledges as well.
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Life in the Antarctic

When the expedition m
embers arrived i
(,;x,rsw(f)archc(:j they had to build a hut to llveln i
needed somewhere fo e
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ion, Captain scott had

f. It was here that he
of the Antarctic and the

As leader of the expedii
his own area in the hut.
planned the explorafion
team’s scientific work.
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Everyone stayed inside during the long winter
months, keeping warm around the stove, When
they finished their work, they wrote diaries,
painted pictures, and sang songs.

Other members of the expedition slept in
bunk beds. Captain Scott's men used boxes of
supplies to make wallls inside the hut. There was
also a kitchen where meals were prepared.
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When spring came: Capid :‘)’edges loaded with ?:r:?s ':OIeaTheV pulled
Yy ponies a .food, and fuel
nd dogs. Travelling over the s;;’resiied
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was very hard work.

snowshoes, dogs,
motor sledges on the seC

sledges broke down in th
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Reaching the south Pol

On his first expedition, Captain Scoff h
closer to the South Pole than anyone @ '
that time. He eventually reached the So
on the 17th of January 1912, on his sec
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South Pole, 19111912

ott and his four companions
0 kilometres from their
got there. they

It fook Captain SC
78 days fo travel the 1,45
hut to the South Pole. When they
were cold, hungry. and very tired.



Food

) ate frozen seal meat, dry biscuits, raisins and a mix of fat
lled pemmican. They boiled water for making tea or cocos
p. If the weather was good, the men walked for over ’
pulling the sledges for about 19 kilometres a dz,

Scott and his mef
and dried meat ca
to warm themselves u
nine hours each day. But

was very tiring work.
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the dried pemmican Scott

base camp -
the food store at 03 p and his men had }
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Captain Scott and his men had wanted to be
¢ Pol 2 HOWGVG'_’

the first people to reach the South P
when they got there, they were di

to find out that the Norwegian é€:
Amundsen, had got there a month b€




Blizzard! v

Soon they became too tired to walk more than about nine kilometres

each day. By the time the remaining three men made their final camp,
their food had run out. Scott decided to stay with the sledges and send

the other two men to get supplies from the food camp 18 kilometres away,

They would get there faster without pulling sledges.
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The end

The temperature dropped to
minus 40 degrees Celsius.
Scott had been keeping a diary,
and on 29 March, 1912 he |
wrote: “The end cannot be far.

It seems a pity but | do not
think | can write more.”
Without food, or fuel to heat
water, they could not survive.




